THE WORD OF GOD
THE LIVING WORD OF GOD

"The Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. Before him no creature is hidden, but all are open and laid bare to the eyes of him with whom we have to do." Heb.4:12-13.
When we talk of the Word of God, we are almost always referring to the scriptures, the written Word, but very few of us ever come to grips with the simple fact of Jesus Christ being that Word. But I have found that those who deprive themselves of this view rob themselves of the joy that Jesus said his words would bring. (Jh.l5:11 & Jer.l5:16)
I’m sure we understand that our physical senses tell us we live in a three dimensional world. Everything here which has been created by God, and most of what man has made, is three dimensional, having height, width and depth. We can look at and admire these things from any side and almost any angle. 

But when it comes to two dimensional objects our view is much more limited. From front on we can see very clearly and get caught up in master-pieces of art, such as paintings and literature, but if we try to look at these things side on, our view diminishes progressively until we can see nothing at all. 

Of course if we try to view them from the rear, we get a blank nothing or a reverse image, which makes no sense.  Unfortunately, some of us, and maybe even most of us, limit our viewing the Word of God to this two dimensional way, and so we fail to find the incredible beauty that's hidden there.
We also have many books around today, some good, and some bad, which have been made into movies. Among them are a few of the works of Shakespeare.  And for many of us mortals, that man's writings are difficult to understand as they are written in a language that is not in general usage today.  But for me, and I presume for many others, a movie can bring his books to life in a sense, and so, at least in my imagination, I can go back in time to that era. 

Really though, this is only an optical illusion, because as soon as the projector is turned off, everything that seemed so real just disappears. The two dimensional words on paper are still nothing more than two dimensional images on the screen. No matter how hard I try, I cannot in reality become part of what I see there.
Again, and I think it is unfortunate, some of us try to bring the scriptures to life in the same way, but, while we can of course be stirred by such movies, just as we can be stirred by a painting of someone or something very beautiful, yet, just as in the commercial movies, we can never, by this means, become part of the things or people we see there. 

Once again, we may have a photo of someone we love, but if that person is not with us, the photo is cold comfort. We can reach out and touch that picture, and in that sense it is real, but the loved one seen there can never feel our touch, and cannot reach out to us in return.  

Like in so many things, Satan, through spiritism, is trying to convince people that they can have contact with loved ones who have passed on through photos and other things. To their cost, many have found this to be an illusion through which he can get a hold on unwitting lives.
But coming back to the Word of God, the Lord first of all caused it to be set down in writing, so we could see it, though only in a two dimensional form, and so come to learn a little of what he thinks and feels. And if it were not for those scriptures we would soon drift into the dark ages of ignorance of God, as in times past, when the light of the Word was denied to mankind by the powers of hell, masquerading as servants of God. We must surely be able to see this same darkness again spreading it's tentacles in the world as people once more turn their backs upon God and his Word. 

Unfortunately, as I said, many of us today limit our view of the Word to the two dimensional one, and in the process miss so much.  But we really have such a tremendous amount to praise God for, because he didn't stop at sending his Word in just written form. He knew our very limited ability to see what he was saying, so, right from the outset he set a plan in motion to send his Word into the world in living form. 

Unlike man's efforts in the movies, which are still only two dimensional and can only be viewed from front on, the Word took three dimensional form to enable us to view him from every conceivable angle so that he could become relevant to everyone in every situation. He is always speaking to us, no matter what our position is in relation to him. 

This Word, which is eternal, took on a form of life to which we could relate. It was no illusion of life like a movie. Neither was it just an appearance of human life, for he was truly alive, living like one of us, so that we could become involved with him, and could reach out and touch him and be touched in return.  

Our God, being the great God that he is, didn't stop even there. He didn't leave his living Word in the world of history so that only the people of one particular time, and who happened to be in the right place, could have two-way contact with him. He went a quantum leap further, and sent the Spirit of his Word, the Spirit of his Son, into the very core of those who truly believe and obey that Word. Today, he continues to do the same thing for all who show their total willingness to believe and obey. (Luk.11:13)  

I’ve heard it said that it must have been wonderful to have been present when Jesus walked the earth. But I'm afraid that kind of statement only shows up the really pathetic state many of us are in today. In Acts 5:30-32 we read, "The God of our fathers raised Jesus -- and we are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”

The Spirit of the Word was in Jesus Christ when he walked the earth. He was there at Calvary.  He was there when Jesus was raised from the dead, and when he walked through the regions of Judea after the resurrection. Because he was there, and is now in me, not just with me (Jn.l4:17), I WAS THERE ALSO.

Many people were present on that hill two thousand years ago as the Word of God bled and died for our sin, and our sin nature, but what was happening went completely over their heads, they had no real idea of what they were witnessing.  

But in the year nineteen seventy I was there at Calvary in an infinitely more real way than any of those people on that hill all those years ago. They didn't know what they were looking at, but, by the grace of God, I knew exactly what I was looking at. And in the years since then I have been able, again by God's grace alone, to walk infinitely more closely with that Word than most of those people who were present when Jesus walked physically on this earth. And it is very clear in the Word that it was only when the disciples were filled with the Spirit that they really came to know the Lord. (1Cor.2:11-12)
There was an advert on T.V. years ago which said, "I saw eye witness news, and I was there", but here again, all we ever saw on the screen was a two dimensional image of those events.  However, with the witness of the Spirit of the Word in me, I really was there at Calvary as Jesus bled and died.  I didn't just see a two or even a three dimensional image, those things after all would be like all other religious images, just idols and not the real thing.  

But I, by the Holy Spirit, witnessed, and experienced the awesome horror of my sin in God's sight; the terrible experience of the living Word as he took on himself the guilt of the whole world's sin, including mine, in all it's horror and enormity; the shocking contrast of the pure sinlessness of that Word become flesh, as compared to the filth of the world which weighed like an impossible burden on him; the shocking insults being hurled with such hatred at the Lord of lords; the Creator being ridiculed by the work of his hands; the Almighty Word being crucified by the very creatures he had made with such love, and for such a high purpose. 

And that was only what was visible to the natural eye. But to the spiritual eye was revealed a sight of utter evil, all the hosts of hell celebrating the death of the Holy One. Their utter glee as they watched him die so horribly. The unimaginable profanities as Satan exalted himself as 'god' among his demons, and as they worshiped him in all his evil glory.
Three days later all of these demonic celebrations came to an abrupt, and for them, a terrible end. They watched, to their horror, as the Almighty Word of God rose up from the depths of death and began to shine out in all his glory. Too late they realised their mistake, and ever since, Satan, by every means available to his considerable power, has worked to discredit and undermine that Word.
The difference between this type of personal, complete involvement with the Word at Calvary, and seeing it just as an event which occurred many years ago, is like comparing the viewing of a very beautiful painting of a majestic mountain scene, to the experience of actually being there and breathing in the crisp mountain air; smelling the myriad fragrances; hearing the birds sing and the animals call out; feeling the wind in your hair and on your face; seeing, hearing and drinking in the clear crystal water as it tumbles over the rocks; watching as more and more beauty unfolds before you as you go deeper and deeper into that mountain.
God sent his Word to us in a form we could relate to in Jesus Christ. But as his Word tells us he didn't leave it at that. As we’ve already seen, he went that one great step further which only he could go, and made the Spirit of his Word, the Spirit of his Son, available to us (Jn.7:37-39), so that with the living Word within us, we can now enter into the reality of that Word, and no longer just view it from outside as a thing of beauty, separate from us.
Now just like a person walking through the mountains, viewing first hand, and being personally involved in the awesome beauty and complexity of our God's handiwork, we too can now wander through the living Word and experience all the incredible joy that Jesus promised; all the profound peace which is beyond our ability to understand, of ourselves; a joy and peace, the length and breadth and height and depth of which leaves us utterly speechless in worship and adoration at our Father's feet.  We will no longer be just viewing it from outside and only ‘holding the form of religion (godliness), but denying the power’ of the Word to truly make us a new creation in Jesus Christ.
Satan has, over many years, blinded countless people, and kept them from entering into the glorious liberty intended for God's children. (Rom.8:21) He has done, and continues to do his work well, through man's religions, through legalism and through the fear of things we consider new or strange, even though they are truly in accordance with the Word. He continues his work of deception through counterfeits of the workings of the Spirit of Christ, and through academic intellectualism, where man substitutes natural abilities for the beautiful empowering gifts of the Spirit.
But where are you standing today? Are you on the outside admiring the beauty of the writing style of some of the vessels which God used to record his Word? Are you caught up in admiring the style of those he used to translate it? Are you trying to understand the minds of those vessels to help you see deeper into what they were saying? Are you caught up in the historical view of the scriptures? Or are you among those who get so exited when man's science seem to prove God's Word right?
Hopefully you are among those who, on the other hand, in total freedom, joy and peace, are wandering through the living Word and experiencing first hand the glory, majesty, beauty, might, power and infiniteness of that living Word.  

God lives in eternity, not time. (Is.57:15) His name is, "I am", not "I was" or "I will be". (Ex.3:14) His Word is eternal also, not limited to one particular time. (Ps.ll9:89) So too Calvary does not stand dead at some point in time, but is, like God himself, eternal. (Heb.10:10-14) If it were not so, then Enoch could not have walked with God by faith. (Gen.5:24) Abraham could not have been declared righteous through his faith in God's Word. (Gen.l5:5) David could not have had his twin sins of murder and adultery laid aside and be declared righteous by God. (2nd.Sam.ll:1-27)  

And of course, not one of us today could benefit from Calvary, if it were not eternal.  But when we have the Spirit of the Word living in us, in all his fullness, then we too have passed from time into eternity.  (Jh.5:24, 2nd.Cor.5:17)  We have become, like all true believers before us, aliens and exiles in this world (Heb.ll:8-16) BUT HAVE YOU REALLY?
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